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Why #SexEdForAll?
(and why May is no longer Teen Pregnancy Prevention Month!)

Julia Bennett, MPH
Gina Desiderio, MA

Diana Thu-Thao Rhodes, MA
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Supporting young people’s right to
comprehensive, high-quality sex education.
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Diana Thu-Thao Rhodes, MA
Advocates for Youth

Gina Desiderio, MA
Healthy Teen Network

Julia Bennett, MPH
Planned Parenthood 

Federation of America

Hello!
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Objectives

Identify the stigmatizing 
& problematic 

messaging often 
embedded in teen 

pregnancy prevention 
campaigns

Explain the
purpose of May as 

Sex Ed For All
Month

Save the date to 
participate in

May 2022
Sex Ed For All

Month

Identify the resources the 
Sex Education 

Collaborative provides to 
support advancing 

comprehensive, high-
quality sex ed
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Why?
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Youth Demand it
(and Parents Want it, too)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ubd2IziDFdg&t=3s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ubd2IziDFdg&t=3s
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On the state level, sex education and the personal rights and health of our youth have been
under constant attack. It’s more important than ever to organize against legislation that
harms young people from getting the information and care that is vital to their well-being.
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It’s about so much more 
than PreVENTION.

Sex Ed IS WELLNESS & 
Social Change

• Healthy relationships, 
communication, and consent

• Identity formation and 
celebration

• Bodily autonomy and self 
advocacy

• Pleasure and intimacy

• Media literacy, critical thinking, 
and systemic oppression



10/19/2021

6

11

We Are committed to Being 
Inclusive & Affirming.

The problem with Teen Pregnancy Prevention
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www.NoTeenShame.org www.BoldFuturesNM.orgwww.CaliforniaLatinas..org
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Myth
Teen parents are 
costly to society.
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Myth
Teen parents are 
costly to society.
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Myth
Children of teen 

parents have poor 
outcomes.
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Myth
Children of teen 

parents have poor 
outcomes.
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Myth
Teen parents 

are babies 
having 
babies.

17

Myth
Teen parents 

are babies 
having 
babies.
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Myth
teens who 

have babies 
have ruined 
their lives.
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Myth
teens who 

have babies 
have ruined 
their lives.
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What?
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Past Events
• Youth Town Hall

• Resolution: May is Sex Ed 
For All Month

• Legislation Introduced

• Congressional Briefing

• Panel of State Legislators & 
Sex Ed Experts
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Tool Kit
• Events List

• Suggested Calendar

• Talking Points

• Email Announcement

• Press Release template

• Graphics

• Social Media Posts
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The quality of your sex education shouldn’t be based on your zip code. 
#SexEdForAll Month calls for comprehensive reform and tangible 

resources for all young people, no matter where they live.
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Sex ed empowers youth to make 
informed decisions about their 
sexual health & well-being 💪

And it’s a vehicle for social change, 
advancing issues like:

✅LGBTQ+ rights
✅Reproductive justice
✅Sexual violence prevention
✅Racial equity
✅Health equity

#SexEdForAll

28

Next?
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Breakouts
• What have you done in May in 

the past?

• What do you want to do for May 
2022?

• What might you need to support 
your May 2022 activities?

Be prepared to share 
after your breakout
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Resources Now!
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SexEducationCollaborative.org/about/contact
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Get Updates

The sex ed training you need, where you need it
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Check Out the Hub
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www.SexEducationCollaborative.or
g
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For More Information
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Questions?
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Diana Thu-Thao Rhodes, MA
Diana@AdvocatesForYouth.org

Gina Desiderio, MA
Gina@HealthyTeenNetwork

Julia Bennett, MPH
Julia.Bennett@PPFA.org

THANKS!
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See you in May!
SexEducationCollaborative.org/about/contact


